ISSUE 006
July 2019

THE BARN
IDENTITY



THE SHOW THAT STARTED IT ALL

2550 S. State Highway 237
Round Top A Tain
979.551.5916

www.roundtopcompound.com
——— 3 » {3} o (G C——

Weddings
Antique Shows

Events

All Memorable.

Follow us on Instagram

\
#thecompound_roundtop HOME “ THE

BIG RED BARN EVENT CENTER
" THE CONTINENTAL TENT =

WE HAVE IT ALL!

QUALITY ANTIQUES AND VINTAGES  SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE  AMERICAN AND EUROPEAN
FURNISHINGS AND ACCESSORIES e JEWELRY, ART, SILVER, LINENS AND MUCH MUCH MORE

5efﬂ'emhm SOquqh Oéctober 05
TICKETS ONLINE 1 e s tom et sat samtom "
5 MILES NORTH OF ROUND TOP SQUARE e 475 TEXAS HWY 237 SOUTH, 78932 e 512 237-417417

© O WWW.ROUNDTOPTEXASANTIQUES.COM © ©
TIOCN




Volume 004 Issue 6

P.O. Box 81, Round Top, Texas 78954
info@roundtop.com

GENERAL INQUIRIES
832-652-9950

PUBLISHER
Katie Dickie Stavinoha

GRAPHIC DESIGN
Creative Element

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS
Lorie A. Woodward
Anita Joyce
Coryanne Ettienne

PROOFREADER
Sofie Sharpe

PHOTOGRAPHERS
Tracy Robinson, SpryArt Photography
Bernard Mendoza, Mendoza Photography

ADVERTISING SALES
Korin Burnett | 979-208-9060

Circulation: Under the Roundtop.com umbrella,
about 200,000 copies are distributed annually:
Round Top Register, Round Top Texas Life & Style,
and Round Top Antiques Show Guide.

Visit our website at www.roundtop.com.
Friend us on FB. Follow us on Instagram
at @goingtoroundtop and on
Twitter at @going2roundtop.

All content of the Round Top Texas Life &
Style, its website and its blog, unless otherwise
attributed, is © 2019. All rights reserved.

ABOUT THE JULY ISSUE

I've been fascinated by barns forever. Growing up, our barns were utilitarian -- and often held together by
baling wire and a promise. You were just as likely to find barn cats, varmints and the occasional rattlesnake as
you were hay or feed. A couple of years ago, when I cleaned out my daddy’s “big barn” for the last time, I found
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Put a smile on your face and a
spring in your step! Make Humble
Donkey Studio your Round Top
destination for unique art and
artifacts.

Located at Henkel Square, the
gallery features the original artwork
of John Lowery. It’s also the
exclusive home to Lower40 Found
Objects, an eclectic selection of
antiques, vintage items and other
fun finds. Be sure to gather up
some awesome donkey merch while
you’re here!

Strut your stuff over to Highway
237 and find something fabulous
at our gallery!

\Y &
HUMBLE

16 handle-less shovels, grain scoops and spades...I kept those and the memories. DONKEY
This issue shines attention on a new kind of barn where making memories is S TUDIO"
part of the goal. art | artifacts | merch

To help illustrate these new barns, I turned to Tracy Robinson with Spryart

Photography in The Woodlands to lend her creative spirit to capture our
cover photo. On a bright sunny Sunday, with puffy clouds and wildflower-strewn trails as a backdrop, she
caught the essence of summer. Inside, her work shows how two couples have taken the lowly barn to new
levels — with a nod to hospitality — and memory making.

Come along as we introduce you to John and Laurie Lowery, who put out the “open” sign on their own barn
in Round Top’s Henkel Square. Learn about scratchboard from one of the nation’s premier artists Sally
Maxwell of La Grange...and discover how an old-church-turned-hay-barn found new life as the Round Top
Family Library.

Enjoy! ... Katie

EVERY TIME YOU BUY ART,
A DONKEY GETS ITS WINGSE.

195 Henkel Circle | Round Top, Texas 78954 | 713.870.9948 | humbledonkeystudio.com

/RoundTopRegister @goingtoroundtop
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GREAT INDOORS...

%BQM/ dﬁ(m Book your next girls” weekend,

bachelorette party, family
“ retmnion or workshop weekend at
' one of the most unique lodging
experiences in Texas.

4212 S. State Hwy 23171 Warrenton, Texas 7896l
www.lonestarglampinn.com | 512-797-9815

by appointment only

churchlaneupholstery@gmail.com
@churchlaneupholstery
Brinda Dunlap 979-224-5161
Betsy Jones 979-966-2970

We are a Greenhouse Fabric Dealer
Cantam, Unhalhtoy & One of o Kind Fumitune Owdfomuwnmianf@,&cafecﬂﬁeﬁmw%w&ém
and Quatin in beautiful Crenham, Texas.

979) 968-5277

eedef's §300) 410-5277

Air Conditioning & Heating, Inc.
365 W. Travis * La Grange, Texas 78945

Licensed & Bonded Electrical Contractor

Friedrich Window Units
Lennox Central Units 979-830-8496 | www.leftoversantiques.com

TACLA002927C » TECL 23521

We are open daily from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
3900 Highway 290 West | Brenham
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% BABY BACK RIBS % BURGERS % SALADS
% BBQ NACHOS % BRISKET AND PULLED PORK TACOS
% SCRATCH MADE SIDES AND SAUCES
% CRAFT BEER & WINE SELECTION
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@THEBACKPORCHBBQ

Visit our 12,000 SF Event and Sales Space
Reclaimed Lumber « Airplane Salvage « Lighting « Industrial « Funky Finds

Open Year Round by Appointment or by Chance

1132 FM 1291N, Round Top, Texas « 979.484.7288 « roundtopballroom.com
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Once a utility structure, barns are
enjoying a prominent place
in today’s Roundtopolis™.
Throughout the area, there are old barns
being repurposed for living; new barns
being built for entertaining — and utility;
and barndominiums are providing a

combination of living/working space.

Some ancient barns are also being
deconstructed and moved across the
country to be incorporated into new

“old” buildings.

In this issue, see how some in the
Roundtopolis™ have created barns that
elevate the utilitarian to an architectural
wonderland, all while reflecting the

needs of their owners.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

THE

IDENTITY
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THE

PARTY BARN

There were ulterior motives when a Washington County
couple decided to build a barn on their ranch.

“We wanted our four children to want to come home,” the
wife says. “So far, none of them have missed a Spring Break yet.”
The couple’s barn also serves a dual purpose: giving display

area to their collection of old signs and movie posters.
“If we had to do it all over again, he would say make it bigger,”
the wife says. “He loves collecting.”

The barn, from the outside, looks like it’s been there for at
least a century and is not out of place on their working cattle
ranch.

Clad in reclaimed and weathered barn wood, with an ancient-
looking tin roof, the structure would not be out of place on
any property in the Roundtopolis™. However, the front porch,
which faces a wildflower-strewn meadow separating it from the
couple’s main house, is festooned with its own neon sign: Wagon
Wheel Dance Hall. That’s the first clue this barn is more than a
barn.

The couple collaborated with Jack Lorentz of Brenham to
build the barn in 2010. They purchased the working ranch in
2000, after falling in the love with area and the local antiques
shows.

“The majority of our décor came from the show,” the veteran
Round Top Antiques Show shopper says. “From doors, to lamps,
to signs, to posters. It’s so integral to our barn.”

As part of the planning and building process, they were intent
on using as much reclaimed wood and windows as possible.

“We learned of Mack Farr,” the husband says. “He is a local
master woodworker. He did hand-planed cedar columns and
beams for the porches. The live-edge mesquite stair treads. The
post oak supports for the stairs. He is the best.”

The couple also sourced reclaimed pine for the main living
area floor. Other areas are stained concrete to aid in easy
cleanup.

Drawing from her event-planning experience, the barn’s
footprint was designed to accommodate parties of all sizes.

by KATIE D. STAVINOHA

“The porches are deep enough to hold eight-foot round tables
and chairs,” she says. “I can pull all of the furniture out of the
living area for a dance - or to hold more dining tables.”

Both thought long and hard about entertaining.

“We love music and knew that high ceilings clad in tin, which
is what we wanted, will echo,” he says. “We brought in a sound
guy from Austin, who recommended using 5-millimeter rubber —
essentially pool liner - on the floors, the walls and the ceiling to
improve acoustics.”

The 3,000-square foot barn’s first floor is mainly living area
—with large windows reclaimed from a Galveston school that
was being torn down. Doors were sourced from Sleepy Hollow
at North Gate Field, in the fields of Warrenton. The mesquite-
topped bar began as a door, but with surgical precision and an
adept carpenter, became the bar separating the cooking area
from the living area. The cooking area includes a commercial
cooktop, a double pizza oven and a commercial dishwasher that
completes its cycle in two minutes.

“We don’t want to spend time cleaning,” the couple says.

High above the kitchen bar is a Western-themed poster
reclaimed from an Oklahoma City McDonald’s — with a button
click a projection screen lowers to offer movie or television
watching.

Completing the first floor are a “girls” bathroom and a boys
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“bathroom. A master bedroom with its own
bath - separated with one of the Galveston
windows rounds out the first-floor footprint.
Up the mesquite staircase lies two
bedrooms - again a girls room and a boys
room with multiple beds to accommodate
guests.
“I have 30 cots in storage,” she says.
“One of our daughters is in med school and
another is in law school - they bring in loads
of kids to spend the night.”

THE DECOR

Tall ceilings offer ample display options
for their collections of old movie posters,
ceramic signs, movie props, paintings and
photographs. Many of these finds have deep
ties to the area.

The Grand Prize beer sign reflects a
time when Howard Hughes owned the
beer company. There are early Shiner beer
advertising signs. The B & B sign is how Blue
Bell was known hefore it became Blue Bell.

“I learned how to wire a chandelier,”
the wife says, pointing to the wagon wheel
lights that hang above the great room. The
husband and one of their daughters created
a lighted Texas sign as well.

THIS BARN IS
MORE THAN
A BARN.

They are regular shoppers at the Round
Top Antiques Show — with a keen eye for
what works in their party barn.

“He had been collecting neon for a
number of years before we decided to
build,” the wife says. “This became a place
to showcase that — and the Wagon Wheel
neon was our gift to ourselves.”

Again, for enticement to children the
space has a jukebox — complete with Ernest
Tubb - pinball machines, video games and
reasons to unplug and talk.

“Our four children love it here. So that
means we met our goal in building this.”

14 Round Top Texas
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C O F F EE

BRENHAM, TEXAS
Werth the tup

COFFEE FROM THE BEST
ROASTERS ACROSS THE USA

GREENWAY COFFEE (HOUSTON, TX)
MERIT ROASTERS (SAN ANTONIO, TX)
ONYX COFFEE LAB (FAYETTEVILLE, AR)

RUBY ROASTERS (NELSONVILLE, WI)
CREMA (NASHVILLE, TN)
JAMES COFFEE CO. (SAN DIEGO, CA)

@MESCALITO_COFFEE | MESCALITOCOFFEE.COM

212 WEST ALAMO STREET
BRENHAM, TX 77833

BALLAp
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BRENWAM.T*

SPECIALTY GENERAL
GOODS STORE FEATURING

APPAREL - ACCESSORIES - BAGS + WALLETS
CANDLES + INCENSE - FOOTWEAR - HATS
HOUSEWARES - PET - PANTRY + BAR
JEWELRY - PARFUMERIE - PERSONAL CARE
STATIONERY + STICKERS

@BALLADOFTHEBIRDDOG | BALLADOFTHEBIRDDOG.COM

212 WEST ALAMO STREET
BRENHAM, TX 77833

Morgan Stanley

~our Generations
of Plot Twists

He's got a gift for gymnastics. She's got her

eye on a little start-up in the valley. And he
wants to retire early. How do you create a
wealth plan that reflects all the complexity of
a modern family? Start with a Financial Advisor
who understands individuals and knows how to
bring families together around both shared and
personal goals. Let's have that conversation.

© 2019 Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC. Member SIPC. CRC 2522322 05/19 WMC005

Adam Horn
Financial Advisor

2800 Post Oak Blvd

Houston, TX 77056

713-965-5098
adam.horn@morganstanley.com
https://advisormorganstanley.com/adam.horn
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Realtor”®

LA GRANGE | 3311 Lidiak Road ROUND TOP AREA | 7870 Mayer Cemetery Road
3 Bedrooms | 3 Baths | £2,564 sq. ft. | £219 acre lot 4 Bedrooms | 3.5 Baths | £3,491 sq. ft. | £27 acre lot
Offered at $1,900,000 | MLS 41914400 Offered at $1,450,000 | MLS 5178015

‘mfﬂw Plant

REALTOR
713.240.5813
linda.plant@sothebyshomes.com
lindawplant.com

Co-listed with Walter Bering
Martha Sotheby’s ROUND TOP | 509 N Live Oak Street LA GRANGE | 3656 Guenther Road

Turr‘]er INTERNATIONAL REALTY 3 Bedrooms | 2.5 Baths | £1,962 sq. ft. | £4.9 acre lot 4 Bedrooms | 4.5 Baths | £3,902 sq. ft. | £6.5 acre lot
Offered at $995,000 | MLS 10293605 Offered at $1,775,000 | MLS 92407749

KMIEC

CONSTRUCTION,
—— CUSTOM BUILDER

Rely on the pack and
ship experts.

e Custom packing services
e Variety of UPS® shipping options
¢ Friendly, professional service

The UPS Store

SERVING WASHINGTON & SURROUNDING COUNTIES

Custom Homes « Barndominiums * Horse Barns ¢ Arenas Dollar Tree Pl
Metal Buildings » R?@odels . Additigns A 1(;)18a:/Vr§’£§1teTiz;y 71
Farm & Ranch Accessory Buildings * CAD Design Services La Grange, TX 78945

We are a family owned and operated company ready to partner ?ggﬁnggéfgfom/6974 ! PACI(I NG SERVI CE !

Withyou onyour home buildingjourney. 1 Limit one coupon per customer. Not valid with other offers. Restrictions |
Store6974@theupsstore_com apply. Valid and redeemable only when presented at a participating

1 location. The UPS Store centers are independently owned and operated

Cori Kmiec (979)203-3383 ¢ Travis Kmiec (979)277-2416 | ©2019 The UPS Store, Inc. Offer expires 08/31/15
Copyright © 2019 The UPS Store, Inc.

1 I
WWW.KMIEGCONSTRUCTION.COM « KMIECCONSTRUCTION@YAH0O.COM 13928051219 ~----.[I!e- _U_ES_ -S-tp!g

S
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A BARN TO

COOK IN

by KATIE D. STAVINOHA

After 30 years of celebrating Easter with
friends in the Shelby area, a Houston couple
decided to look for a place of their own.

They wanted space for family to enjoy. A
big need was a well-appointed kitchen due
to the wife’s love for cooking and the fact
that when their immediate family gathered
together, the number totaled 27.

“We had sort of stopped looking,” the
husband said, “until we heard about this
place that was soon to go on the market.”

After the first tour, and while having
lunch with their realtor at Royers Café,
they decided to act. In February 2008 they
acquired their perfect property, which
included a 17-year-old stucco, Mexican-style
house and the original homestead cottage
that dates to 1885. Neither home, however,
included a kitchen large enough to handle
the meal preparation required for family
holiday gatherings.

“We have one oven in our main house and
one in the original homestead cottage,” she
says. “But we were constantly running back
and forth while cooking scrambling for oven
space.”

“We started thinking about a barn,
and it was the perfect time to talk about
incorporating a larger kitchen for our
constantly expanding family,” she says.
Also, the couple didn’t want to renovate the
kitchen at the main house, which suited
them well as a couple.

As plans were being drawn with the
Houston-based architectural firm Higgins
Inc., the kitchen became a key part of the
design.

“On the ground floor, the only air-

conditioned spaces are the kitchen and
bathroom,” the husband says. “We can open
the barn doors on all four sides to get a
breeze flowing through- we built on this rise
to take advantage of that.”

The gray barn, which is clad in durable,
weather-resistant HardiePlank, is board-and-
batten construction. The concrete footprint
is nearly 8,000 square feet on its first floor,
including 12-14-feet deep porches on three
sides offering views of the countryside,
including a large stock tank, with white and
terra cotta trim on the sliding barn doors
and windows. A front stone patio allows easy
access for vehicles / farm equipment to enter
and exit the first floor.

The first-floor area was constructed
with massive Canadian white pine timber
framing and traditional mortise-and-tenon
joinery (or joints.) The barn can comfortably
seat 100 guests on long tables and in chairs
found during the Round Top Antiques
Show a number of years ago. The couple,
and their children, have hosted not only
family gatherings, but also meetings and
events for the businesses and charities they
are involved in — and an entire Division I
women’s collegiate soccer team. The first
party in the barn was a Sunday fried chicken
picnic for all the construction workers and
their families to see the finished product of
all their collective hard work and talent.

Inside, there are sliding-door enclosed
storage areas, and a workshop. Open bays
house utility vehicles and the wife’s 50th
birthday present: a 1948 Ford pickup named
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Miss Myrtle. (Ford and Chevrolet stopped
making pickups during World War II

and the 1948 edition was the first model
produced after the war’s conclusion.)

“Ciarinn Higgins, and his staff, Maegan
deVolld and Laura Bard, designed the barn
to be as low-maintenance as possible,” the
husband says. “Concrete floors with drains
allow us to hose down everything. So, clean-
up is easy.”

While the barn has a very traditional
look, the original plan included the more
German-style cupolas, seen throughout the
area. The wife and the architect modified
the plans to include dormers to add more
light into the living space upstairs and also
the open barn downstairs. Additionally, the
height of the original cupolas would have
been a maintenance challenge.

WE BUILT THIS

TO ENJOY FOR

GENERATIONS
TO COME.

Built by Barry Brown of Brown Ridge
Builders, also of Houston, the couple used
many local contractors as part of the
process. Brown was instrumental not only
in the building, but also in the evolving
design of the barn project. Ranch Manager
Eric Schobel was the day-to day supervisor
and project manager.

“Barry and Eric were an amazing team.
Both bringing insight and experience to the
site,” the wife says.

In addition to the chef’s kitchen and
the storage and tool rooms, the first floor
also features a bar, a retro operating Coke
machine, and four swings - for seating and
grandchildren entertainment.

Up a massive wooden staircase, with a
handy shoe storage system at the bottom

LiFe&Stvie 19



that welcomes people to remove their shoes, lies the family
entertaining area.

“Our builder used insulated commercial glazing to enclose
the second floor,” the wife says. “It keeps the barn-like feel and
airiness while keeping it warm or cool depending on the season.”

She chose a mixture of old and new furniture to complete the
comfy look — and scoured the fields of Round Top and Warrenton
to source items. Repurposed cottage doors from the old
homestead act as the cover for the mechanical room access.

The second floor includes a suite, bedrooms featuring custom-
made bunk beds, full bathrooms, and the wide-open game room
with ample seating for all.

A second-floor balcony is deep and spacious for viewing the

RENEE DIEHL | REALTOR® ALHS, ABR, CHMS
713-401-8958 | Renee@roundtoprealestate.com
RoundTopLand.com | 101 Main St, Round Top | 979-249-5732
Serving Austin, Colorado, Fayette, Lee & Washington Counties

3301 Round Top Road
Round Top, Texas

Only 3 miles to downtown square!
10 Acres with 4B/3B overlooking beautiful pond
HAR MLS# 31221473 | TXLS #115976 | $699,000

20 Round Top Texas

property’s large stock tank, Padel court and distant vistas and the
sunset.

Overall, the couple says the building process was a long one,
but they could not be more pleased with the team effort and
outcome.

“Our kids love to come stay out here,” she says. “We have bunk
rooms upstairs, along with a game room/hangout room that allow
all our family to stay together.

”We built this to enjoy for generations to come,” the couple
says.

And to cook in.

2018 TOP PRODUCER

9490 Laird Road
Round Top, Texas

Weekend Ranch house sleeps 10+
42 +/- acres with pond & creek
HAR MLS #57754338 | TXLS #115465 | $995,000

LA GRANGE | 3660 Guenther Rd | 6 Acres | 4BD/5BA Home | Large Lake | Pool | Outdoor Kitchen | Firepit | $1,190,000

==

ROUND TOP

Real Estate
est. 1988

It’s summertime in the country...ana[ the ﬁving is easy.
Let us ﬁega you ﬁnc[ your “place in the sun.”

ROUND TOP | 9490 Laird Rd | 42 Acres | 3-4BD/2BA
Home | Beautiful Pond | Creek | $995,000

ROUND TOP [ 3301 Round Top Rd | 10 Acres | 4BD/3BA
Home | Stocked Pond | Wooded | Wildlife | $675,000

LA GRANGE | 5539 FM 153 | 6.21 Acres | 3BD/3BA Home
Guest House | Stocked Pond | Hilltop | $649,000

LA GRANGE | 4170 Cottonwood Rd | 5 + Acres | 5BD/
4BA Home | Double Garage | Large Metal Barn | $699,000

=

101 Main Street | Round Top TX 78954 | 979-249-5732
www.roundtoprealestate.com



BARNS

REPURPOGSED ...

In early America, barns marked the march of civilization
across the new nation.

“Barns were the center of the pioneers’ daily lives,” said Mark
Bowe, who owns Barnwood Builders with locations in White
Sulphur Springs, West Virginia and Round Top. “Their survival
literally was based on their crops and
livestock. The barns sheltered those
vital assets.”

Bowe and his team specialize in
recovering restoring 19th century
hand-hewn log and timber structures
and focus on showing people how
barns can be repurposed for today’s
living. Bowe and David Snell offer
these previews at The Boneyard at
Round Top during the spring and fall
antiques shows.

“Barns symbolize community, hard
work and perseverance,” Bowe said.

“The pioneers overcame incredible
challenges in their tenacious pursuit
of freedom and opportunity.”

While building materials have
evolved over time, barns still
capture imaginations. In fact, Texans
combined the practicality of a barn
with the comforts of home to create
a one-of-a-kind structure known as a
“barndominium.”

“Originally, horse enthusiasts
started adding small apartments in
their barns as a place for their help
to live,” said David Dunlap, owner
of Round Top’s Dunlap Welding
and Fabrication who has been

22 Round Top Texas

constructing metal-framed buildings since the 1980s. “As people

saw the benefit of having their homes and their hobbies or

workshops under one roof, it took off. Today a barndominium is

only limited by the client’s imagination and budget.”

Cori Kmiec, owner of Kmiec Construction in Burton, noted

that barndominiums are primarily a
Texas trend, but they are a beloved
addition to local countryside.

“In the past, people would
come to the country and build a
barndominium as a transitional
living space until they could construct
their dream home,” said Kmiec, who
specializes in rural building projects
including barns, barndominiums
and custom homes. “Today for many
people, a barndominium is their
dream home.”

Metal frame construction allows
builders to span greater distances
than traditional wood construction.
Because of the construction materials
and building methods, metal-framed
buildings generally go up more
quickly than traditional wood frame
buildings.

“Metal-framed buildings, when
the weather cooperates, are efficient
to construct, and although metal
materials prices have jumped
in recent, it is still relatively
inexpensive,” Dunlap said. “Generally,
a metal-framed building can be dried
in for less per square foot than a
traditional wood-framed building.”

Once the metal building is dried in, the contractors can apply
foam insulation for optimum energy efficiency, and then frame
the interior with traditional wood construction.

“Because of the countless options in exterior construction
materials and interior finishes, a barndominium can be as
elaborate as any custom home,” Kmiec said.

FOR MANY PEOPLE,
A BARNDOMINIUM IS
THEIR DREAM HOME.

IH1

Early barndominiums reflected
the industrial aesthetic of a metal-
sided building. Today, barndominium
exteriors can feature the warmth of
wood and stone. They can be covered
in hardie board siding or one of the
new products featuring corrugated
metal with a baked polyester finish.
The latter, which is a 30-year finish,
comes in a myriad of colors.

“If someone is considering building a country home, I
encourage them to explore the possibilities of a harndominium,”
said Dunlap, noting many of his current clients are drawing
inspiration from historic barns. “There are so many options [for
building materials] now that didn’t exist in the past, making it
easier than ever for people to live out their country dreams.”

NdVvd
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1100 DITTMAR ROAD, CAT SPRING TX
LOCATED AT THE EDGE OF COLORADO AND AUSTIN COUNTY THE
G BARJ RANCH FEATURES AN EXQUISITE 5 BEDROOM-3 % BATH HOME,
GUEST HOUSE, BARN ON 6844 ACRES WITH CENTURY OLD MAJESTIC OAKS
AND SAN BERNARD RIVER FRONTAGE.
$1,525,000

420 East Main Street
Bellville, Texas 77418-0294
(979) 865-5969

Fax (979) 865-5500

24 Round Top Texas

2230/2158 PETERS SAN FELIPE ROAD-SEALY TX
RUNAWAY FARM IS A 35 ACRE HORSE RANCH WITH TWO HOMES,
AN APARTMENT OR LARGE OFFICE OVER THE GARAGE, LOAFING SHEDS,
PADDOCKS, PENS, RUNS, 3BARNS AND A STOCKED 2-ACRE LAKE. A SLICE
OF HEAVEN FOR HORSE LOVERS AND ANYTHING OUTDOORS
$1,350,000

424 Cedar Street
New Ulm, Texas 78950
(979) 992-2636

www.bjre.com

ADVERTISE
WITH US!

Email or call Korin Burnett
for information.

korin@roundtop.com | 979-208-9060

¥y 9

ROUNDTOP.COM

THE ROUND TOP WINE SHOP | BYBEE SQUARE | RTWINESHOP.COM

T.

MAKE A DAY OF
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AT THE HUMBLE DONKEY STUDIO

By LORIE A. WOODWARD | Photos by BERNARD MENDOZA

John and Laurie Lowery, the husband and wife team who
co-own Humble Donkey Studio in Round Top, never
intended to work together.

f the two of us, I'm the artist—and I had always wanted

a gallery,” said John, who also founded and owns De-

sign at Work, a Houston-based ad agency. “I'm used to
being an entrepreneur and when we started Humble Donkey, I
envisioned it as an extension of my other business.”

Laurie, always supportive of the agency, had her own career
as an event planner for the Women’s Energy Network, a national
networking group for female oil and gas professionals. She
arranged more than 100 events a year.

“We never worked together before the gallery—and were
pretty convinced we couldn’t,” said Laurie, who also worked in
management for Marshall Fields in Chicago before returning to
her native Houston. “Professionally we had very separate lives
in Houston.”

Two disparate circumstances put the couple, who have been
married 27 years, on the path to co-owning a small business in
a small town. Laurie longed for the simplicity of the country.
John survived a serious motorcycle
accident.

CITY LIFE

Although they met in high school,
it wasn’t til after they’d pursued
degrees and embarked on careers
that their paths crossed again. By
this time, John was an art director
at a Houston ad agency. Laurie had
returned from Chicago to work in
her family’s manufactured housing
business.

They began dating. John got
downsized. Laurie got a phone call in
which John reported, “The bad news
is I got laid off. The good news is I
started my own business.”

Design at Work was born. As
the pace of their lives escalated,
friendship blossomed into romance. They married in 1992. Their
daughter, Hope, was born seven years later.

Shortly after, John moved the agency from Clear Lake to the
Upper Kirby area in Houston. For 10 years they lived life in the
fast lane, periodically slowing down to explore the countryside
with their Airstream in tow.

“I loved the city—and still do—but we loved to camp and get
away,” said Laurie, noting they were camping every month. “All
the time we were spending outdoors gave me a nagging desire to
own land in the country. It was my Scarlett O’Hara moment.”

They had a friend with a weekend farm in Burton.

COUNTRY LIFE

While Laurie craved a bucolic life where the family could
recharge, John, a self-described “go-go-go type” was less
enthusiastic about the prospect.

“He agreed to go look at properties under the condition he
wouldn’t have to do anything on the place,” Laurie said.

John recharged his battery by riding big Harleys with a
motorcycle club. For him, adrenaline trumped quiet.

Initially, the Lowerys were looking for a five-acre home site.
As the search continued, the Roundtopolis™ began to cast its
spell.

John opined, “We need something bigger.”

Bigger was better for them. In April 2014, they purchased
almost 60 acres near Burton. That June, John crashed his
motorcycle on a Houston freeway. The wreck was a serious, life-
changing near-miss.

“The wreck made the transition easy because John was ready
to give up motorcycles,” Laurie said. “He traded his bike for a
tractor—and never looked back. These days he probably loves
the country even more than I do.”

The countryside also spoke to John’s creative spirit, providing
him, a lifelong city dweller, with a
whole new world to paint.

“Life in the country gave me a
chance to chill out and notice the
smaller things like tiny plants and
animal tracks,” John said. “It’s as if I
got new eyes and could see old things
in a fresh way.”

The wealth of subject matter
inspired him to paint and express his
own style and vision.

“For the first time in my life,

I created for me instead of a
client,” said John, whose bold style
showcases farm animals and the
rural countryside using a bright
acrylic palette.

CALLERY LIFE
John, a lifelong artist, always
wanted to own and operate an art gallery. One Saturday, the
couple was strolling around Round Top’s Henkel Square when
John spotted a small vacant building.

Gerald Tobola, the property manager, walked up about the
same time. When John inquired about the rent, Tobola’s quote
struck the artistic entrepreneur as “just right.” It was Laurie’s
turn to be less than enthusiastic.

“I said, ‘We can’t do this. We live in Houston. We have two
jobs, and a junior in high school,”” Laurie remembered.

To which John replied, “I'm doing the math. The firm [Design
at Work] will handle this. We can do it.”

Laurie relented.

“Before the accident, it was my job to say no to all of his crazy
ideas,” Laurie said. “After he survived that near-miss and gave
up his motorcycles, I couldn’t say no to this.”

John, true to his word, enlisted the help of his creative team.
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Within three weeks from signing the lease, the Humble Donkey
Studio was open.

“The gallery was typical of John’s m.o.—no plan, just an
urgency to move forward,” Laurie said.

Although it was small, the gallery was well-received. John’s
work began flying off the walls. Drawing inspiration from
Harley Davidson dealerships, John began ringing a bell and
announcing, “A donkey gets its wings,” every time a painting or
print sold.

“When you buy a Harley, the dealership rings a bell and

makes a big deal of it,” John said. “I'm a little bit like P.T. Barnum.

I'like to deliver a good show and a good time for our customers.
My art isn’t changing the world, but it can change people’s
moods.”

John hired an employee, but he often worked in the gallery
and Laurie pitched in periodically. The Lowerys noticed when
they were in the shop sales increased.

Still they didn’t contemplate working together until John
set his sights on more square footage. As luck would have it,

a bigger location on Henkel Square (which they have since
expanded) was coming available, opening the opportunity to
include antiques and vintage items in the mix as part of Lower
40 Found Objects.

“When we got more floor space, we got more opportunities,”
John said. “Antiques made sense—and involving Laurie, who
has great taste and experience with antiques, made even more
sense.”

WINGED DONKEYS ano ANTIQUES

Although the Lowerys successfully transformed the Humble
Donkey Studio from a solo show to a joint exhibition, the
transformation wasn’t without a few challenges.

“In the beginning, there was a little
power struggle over arranging the
shop,” Laurie said. “It was his and
then all of the sudden it was ours.”

They’ve come to recognize and
value one another’s strengths.

“Initially, it was a battle of wills
over whose opinion would win,” John
said. “Now, if disagreements occur,
they’re productive and they all lead
to what’s best for the store.”

John is the artist and the
entrepreneurial visionary.

“As an artist, I create,” John said.
“Of the two of us, I'm more go-go-go
and get it done now, while she’s more
cautious. Our differences work to
our advantage because she’s pickier, choosier and curates in the
truest sense of the word.”

Laurie is in charge of merchandising as well as all things
antique. She also acquires complementary products such
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as jewelry and ponchos from Carmine’s Mallory et Cie and
Ecuadorian imports from Houston’s Moochilla, as well as
handling the nuts and bolts details.

“John is going to keep painting and I'm going to keep finding
cool things at good price points, so that people can comfortably
buy what they love,” Laurie said.

GIVING OLD THINGS NEW LIFE MEANS
THE PIECES CONTINUE TO BE PART OF
PEOPLE'S LIVES AND EVENTUALLY

THEIR FAMILY'S MEMORIES, ”

Pairing people with things they love is the Lowerys’ ultimate
goal. Although the gallery has sold 92 of the 109 originals John
has painted since its opening, he insists that his art be available
in many different forms.

“I have a commercial background, so it’s very important to me
that my work is available in a variety of reproductions,” John
said. “Just because people may not be able to afford originals,
doesn’t mean they shouldn’t be able to enjoy art.”

He receives photos from clients around the country showing
off his work in their homes.

“We get pictures of my art in people’s homes,” John said.
“Sometimes it’s an original and sometimes it’s a set of coasters,
but regardless they’re proud to display it. That thrills me.”

Laurie scours antiques auctions and estate sales to find her
one-of-a-kind pieces. Many times, she elevates the old by adding
a fresh twist. Case in point, a Biedermeier sofa from the mid-
1800s she had reupholstered in vintage ticking and backed with
vintage feed sacks. While the sofa’s scale is far from massive, it
commands the attention due a focal piece.

“Giving old things new life means the pieces continue to be
part of people’s lives and eventually their family’s memories,”
Laurie said. “To me, that’s a big part of the beauty of this.”

While the Lowerys estimate about 80 percent of the people
who enter the gallery are first-time visitors, the couple
continuously arranges and rearranges their offerings to show
them off to their best advantage. They curate the gallery so it is
as unexpected as their country life has been.

“It’s amazing that we came to the property, to the gallery and
to the community without a plan,” John said. “We were drawn
to the magic of this place and the power of relationships built
within a community.”

They describe their journey to the country and small business
ownership as a process of discovery, an experience they try to
replicate for customers in the gallery.

“Discovery takes time, so our goal is to help people slow
down and be in the moment, so they can find the beauty in the
unexpected of what we’ve put together,” John said. “Humble
Donkey is a mix of art and artistry. It’s who we are. It’s what
we do.”

HUMBLE
DONKEY
STUDIO

JOHN AND LAURIE LOWERY
195 Henkel Circle

Round Top, Texas 78954
713-870-9948
humbledonkeystudio.com

GALLERY HOURS

WEDNESDAY

12- 4 p.m.

THURSDAY - SATURDAY
10 a.m. -5 p.m.

SUNDAY
11 am. -4 p.m.

[CLOSED MONDAYS AND TUESDAYS]

*Hours subject to change based on seasonal
events like Round Top Antique Week.

Traditional Banking Services
Mortgage Lending - Home Equity
ATM at each location

Commercial and Consumer Online Banking
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BELLVILLE

Waak Rd | $2.450M [49.87+ac
Custom 4/3.5, one-story,barn with
stables, pool, hobby room, pond.
JO ANN HOLBA 979.885.8171

SCHULENBURG

CR 227 | $640,000 | 10.24 +ac
Restorted 1880’s 3/2 farmhouse,
barns, pens, rolling views, 3 porches.

ARLENE JOHNSEY 713.724.1125

INDUSTRY

Blezinger Rd| $379,000119.92ac
1920'S Cabin, 2/2, secluded retreat,
barn, part wooded, Ag exmpt.
JACK MADDOX 832.771.7152

. WWW.HERITAGETEXASCOUNTRY.COM
MEMBER HAR & SCBOR

Iy closer Than you Think]

CHAPPELL HILL

Browning St | $1.450M | 27.75 +ac
4/3 home + guest house, barn, pool/
spa, pond, porches, Ag Exempt.
CONNIE BURCH 713.201.1730

CAT SPRING

Sycamore Rd | $636,130|57.83+ac
Great home-site, seasonal creek,
hardwoods, rolling, views.

KIM SHOQUIST 832.457.9282

COLUMBUS

Dewees St | $230,000 | 0.22+ac

3/1 restored Craftsman style, original
fixtures + artist studio with 1/2 bath.

NADINE HUFNALL 979.224.5956

BELLVILLE « BRENHAM o LA GRANGE ¢ ROUND TOP

MONTGOMERY

Post Oak Cemetery | $1,198,500
3/3.5 home, bams, pens, pond, pool, metal
bldg. w/office, RV hookup, 29.89+ac.
KATHY MCKINNEY 979.830.3471

NEW ULM

FM 1457 | $549,000 | 3+ac

3/2 Restored farmhouse, sep. office/
guest gtrs w/bath, breathtaking views.

MAX COPPINGER 979.702.0425

BRENHAM

Industrial Bvd | $225,000/ 15.55-ac
Nice, quiet, home site or commercial,
seasonal creek, part wooded, rolling.
JAN CARROLL 713.304.4044

FAYETTEVILLE
FM 954 | $985,000 | 34.42+ac
Restored Dogtrot, 3/2.5, barn, pond.

YOUR HOME TEAM - Betty & Peg
979.966.3088

BRENHAM

FM 390 E | $399,000 | 20+ac
Beautiful oaks, building sites, rolling,
part wooded, part fenced, Ag Exempt.
TOOTIE LYONS RIXMAN 979.277.2694

FAYETTEVILLE

W Bell St | $225,0001 0.48+ac
Historic 1895 home, 3/1, wood floors,
office, 2 loft bedrooms, large lot.
FRANK JOHNSTON  979.249.7315

. WWW.HERITAGETEXASCOUNTRY.COM
MEMBER HAR & SCBOR

Awarded

The Land Report
America’s Best Brokerages
second year in a row!

SPICEWOOD

Pedernales Canyon | $799,000| 7.34+ac
Heavily wooded, 220 ft. waterfront on
the Pedernales river, good views,

DON LAWLER 512.619.7510

ROUND TOP

N Live Oak St | $410,000 | 0.96 +ac
Restored 1900’s 2/2 + add’l. house,
some Tex. primitive furniture included.

JOANN AYRES 979.249.7494

NEW ULM

Pecan St | $225,000| 0.17=ac
Historic 3/2, beautifully maintained,
high ceilings, wood floors, updated.
CANDY SCHUBERT 979.203.3161

BLEIBLERVILLE AREA

FM 2502 | $695,000 | 63 +ac
Great views, rolling, pond, large hay
meadow 1890’s 3/1 farmhouse.

HORAK TEAM 281.731.2839

BRENHAM

East Main St | $400,000/.30 +ac
5/2.5, Historic 1899 home, antiques
included, on large corner lot.

CATHY COLE 979.251.0603

WASHINGTON

Hatfield Estates | $16,000/ac.

3 lots left, restricted, rolling, good
access to Brenham, College Station.
HELEN HINK 979.277.4034

LiFe §Stvie 3



Presented by Julie Dodson and Dodson Interiors

THE DESIGNER
SPREE ——

(onlinuey

Now coming into its fourth year,

National Media Sponsor

FOURTH ANNUAL

September 29-October 2, 20719

Designer Dream Spree has

helped introduce Round Top

to internationally recognized
designers. In turn, those designers

have shared the “Round Top

magic” with new legions of

MARY AW RENCE SUZANNE ROBERT followers and clients.
MCDONALD A KASLER PASSAL

2019 DESIGNER PANELISTS
with Moderator Krissa Rossbund, Senior Style Editor of Traditional Home

“Ilove Round Top and the show,” says Julie Dodson of
Houston-based Dodson Interiors and the founder of Designer
Dream Spree. “It has been an honor to invite designers to
the show -- and then enjoy what they find and share with the
world.”

EXCEPTIONAL % DISCOVERIES

A Panel Discussion

Dodson, along with a number of sponsors, will again host
a cadre of designers during the Fall 2019 Round Top Antiques
Show. The shopping spree ends with a panel discussion at
sponsor The Compound on Oct. 1.

“The goal of Designer Dream Spree is to share the Round
Top Antiques Show with designers -- many of whom have
heard about it but have never attended,” Dodson says. “We
give the designers ample time to shop the fields and venues
-- and I know they come with a list to fill for their clients. 'm
always excited to see what they find -- thus our panel discussion
is centered around one or two finds they select. The panel
discussion aims to showecase their finds -- and get a glimpse

October 1| 4 pm ' The Compound | Round Top, Texas

$35 per ticket
Limited Seating Available

behind a designer’s decision-making process. The “big reveal”
at the panel discussion is always fun.”
Traditional Home and Back Row Home of Houston are both
sponsors of the four-day event. Both are second-year Sponsors.
Editor’s note: Like The Compound, Round Top Texas life &
style is a returning four-year sponsor of the event.

Tickets available beginning August 1 at

DesigherDreamSpree.com
Proceeds benefit local animal shelters and Dwell with Dignity
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ROUND TOP « WARRENTON « CARMINE
BURTON « FAYETTEVILLE

FALL 2019

ROUND TOP ANTIQUES SHOW

If you are planning a trip to the Fall 2019 Round Top Antiques Show, it’s time to get serious. Day trips
are easy from Houston, Waco, College Station and Austin. If you truly want to experience the whole

enchilada — with kolaches and strong coffee in the morning through to happy hours, shows with late

hours and music, and dinner reservations at the end of the day — you should plan to stay overnight.

For those with long shopping lists, a multi-day trip is imperative. There is no way a person
could see everything in a single day. With 25 miles to cover, and upwards of 80-some
separate venues, it’s a marathon not a sprint.

IT’S NOT JUST ROUND TOP The Round Top Antiques

Show began in 1968 in one dancehall with a handful of
antiques dealers. As the show has evolved, it has spilled out
into neighboring communities such as Carmine, Warrenton,
Burton and Fayetteville. And only the U.S. Postal Service
knows where one community begins and ends.

BOOK LODGING EARLY There are a multitude of options

from bed & breakfasts to inns in Round Top and Carmine to
chain hotels in Giddings, La Grange, Brenham, Columbus,
Bastrop and Schulenburg. You may want to “glamp” at the
Lone Star Glamp Inn or stay in the world’s only container
hotel at Flophouze. Have an RV - check out The Ranch at
Round Top. The key is to book early — and know that many
require a two-night minimum stay — and the peak periods
of Sept. 29-Oct. 5 will likely be the most difficult to schedule
unless there are cancellations.

THINGS TO REMEMBER:

KNOW BEFORE YOU GO If you have a shopping list, and

are looking for something specific, study the Round Top
Antiques Show Guide to hone in on the fields/venues you
want to shop first. Instagram is a great resource for
“pre-shopping.” Follow dealer and venue accounts to see
who’s bringing what to the show.

BE PREPARED If you’re a regular, never-miss-a-show
shopper, then you likely know the lay of the land. If you are
a first-timer, talk to others who have been before. It’s easy
to get overwhelmed by the myriad shopping opportunities
available. Just take a deep breath, pack your patience, and
enjoy! The Round Top Antiques Show Guide, available in
early September, is a great resource.

LOOKING AHEAD. The Spring 2020 Round Top Antiques

Show dates are set for March 19-April 5, 2020. (FYI: Easter is
April 12, 2020.)
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— PAINTED CHURCHES —

N
TOUR TEXAS’ FAMOUS
PAINTED CHURCHES

To book a tour or for more information,
please call (866) 504-5294 or see our
web site: schulenburgchamber.org

Schulenburg

‘- » »
Round Jep Family Library
U Special Place
—‘—
We are the Smallest Accredited Library in the State of Texas

Stop by to check out our book, audiobook, and DVD collections or
attend one of our community service programs for all ages.

The Library is funded through private donations, events, volunteers, grants, & community partnerships.

36 Round Top Texas

Mon -Fri7am-5:30 pme«Sat8am-5pm

We offer a complete line of lumber and building materials:

Builders Hardware . Electrical Supplies « Hardware
Farm and Ranch Supplies
Landscaping and Lawn Supplies
Plants, Shrubs, and Trees
Paneling « Roofing Materials « Tools
Plumbing Fixtures and Supplies
Valspar Paint “The Beauty Goes On”

(979) 968-3161

515 East Travis
LaGrange, Texas 78945

[ et the

come to you...

FALL 2019
October 1 -5

SPRING 2020
March 31- April 4

Marlaurger F arm

350+ Dealers on 43 Acres
800.947.5799

roundtop-marburger.com

—
-

WiFi

fPE

%@Md
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THE ARBORS

THEARBORSROUNDTOP.COM

SEPT 25 - OCT 5
FALL 2019 ANTIQUE & DESIGN SHOW
Featuring Over 90 Dealers in The Arbors’ Signature White Tents

What Treasures Will You Find?

RESURRECTED FURNITURE DESIGN

BUILT IN TEXAS

CARRIED AROUND THE WORLD
1 BAUER RUMMEL | STASH-CO.COM
281 212 3929

LINENS ANTIQUES RUGS JEWELRY

& & & &

TEXTILES FURNITURE GARDEN FASHION
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STARTING
FROM
SCRATCH

by LORIE A. WOODWARD
photos by BERNARD MENDOZA, MENDOZA PHOTOGRAPHY
and courtesy of SALLY MAXWELL

40 Round Top Texas

Harnessing her passion for art and nature, Sally
Maxwell of La Grange elevated scratchboard, a
19th century black-and-white graphic design
medium, to fine art.

‘It became my life’s goal to add color to
scratchboard and raise it to an art form
accepted and displayed by galleries and
museums,” said Maxwell, who has been working
in the medium for 52 years and is one of seven
original Master Scratchboard artists worldwide
as designated by the International Society of
Scratchboard Artists.

er goal crystallized in the early 1970s when a Midwest

amateur art competition judge called Maxwell out

during the awards ceremony. She had entered several
graphite pencil drawings enhanced with color.

“From the microphone in front of everyone, he told me that I
didn’t need to be with amateurs because my work was far better
than amateur,” Maxwell said.

After the ceremony, the judge sought out Maxwell, who was
the co-founder, creative director and graphic artist at a design
firm in McHenry, Ill. Her formal art education consisted of high
school art classes coupled with several college-level art history
courses at Monmouth College in Monmouth, Ill.

The judge, who was the director of the Marshall Field’s
Art Gallery Division, offered to buy every piece of Maxwell’s
graphite art if she could add more color. Maxwell took his
challenge—and raised him one.

“At the time, scratchboard, which is also known as
scraperboard, was relegated to commercial art,” said Maxwell,
who taught herself scratchboard illustration using the book,
How To Cut Drawings on Scratchboard. “I worked with it every
day and sensed it could be so much more, especially if I could
add color.”

SCRATCHING THE SURFACE
Scratchboard is a form of direct engraving where the artist
uses a variety of tools ranging from knives, pins and dental tools
to scalpels, emery paper and sanding sponges to “scratch off”
black India ink, revealing a
smooth white layer of Kaolin
clay. The clay can be colored
by “painting in” specially
formulated India inks.
In her office, she created
black-and-white advertising
illustrations for clients.
At home, she rendered
animals, birds, plants, fruits,
vegetables and other natural
subjects—and experimented
with adding color. She tried
everything from food color
and traditional watercolors
before finally settling on
India ink.
“I kept pressing the
medium and found I had to
cut it in a totally different
manner to prepare it to
receive color,” Maxwell said.
“More had to be removed
in order to keep the color
brilliant instead of muddying
it.”

Today her portfolio includes primarily African and North
American wildlife enhanced with a full palette of vibrant color.
Her work is represented by Copper Shade Tree in Round Top,
Monitou Galleries in Santa Fe, N.M. and Mountain Trails Gallery
in Jackson Hole, Wyo.

“My dad took me on long walks in the woods where he taught
me the names of everything—TI’ve just always been an outdoors
girl,” said Maxwell, a self-described introvert who gravitates
to rural living and moved to La Grange in 1982. “Early in my
career, I preferred animals to people, but as I began to represent
my own work I learned to be interested in people and their
stories. We develop a kinship based on the stories of my work
and the stories of their lives.”

Mazxwell was pregnant with the first of her three children
when she began repositioning scratchboard as fine art.

“Besides its artistic possibilities, scratchboard was the perfect
medium for a working mom,” Maxwell said. “It is light, portable
and unlike watercolor you can stop at any moment without
ruining the piece. I never had to choose between rescuing a
crying child and wrecking a piece in progress.”

In the beginning, Maxwell worked on her kitchen table and,
in a holdover from those formative days, still works on a flat
surface.

“Flat surfaces work best for me,” said Maxwell, noting that a
diagnosis of rheumatoid arthritis at age 22 makes her vigilant
about protecting her body from repetitive motion injuries.

“I work on several pieces at a time and spend no more than
about 20 minutes using one
particular technique, tool
or motion before I rotate to
something different.”

Her La Grange studio,
which she designed so it
could be easily converted
into a small house when the
time is right for downsizing,
also includes work stations
that allow her to sit or stand.

“Whether it’s art or life, it’s
a matter of finding balance in
all things,” Maxwell said.

Creating multi-
dimensional, colored
scratchboard art takes
time—a lot of time.

“When people ask me
how long it takes to finish
a piece, I tell them, ‘As long
as it would take you to
count every line in it,”” said
Maxwell laughing. “And that
doesn’t include all of the time
I spend answering every
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email, marketing, shipping, visiting
galleries, attending shows, developing
techniques and on and on....”

The process begins with a
photograph taken by Maxwell during
her frequent travels.

“I sell art to fund my travel habit,”
said Maxwell, who has traveled
throughout the world, including
journeying to Africa three times.
“Travel feeds me with new landscapes,
new people, new experiences—it keeps
my perspective fresh.”

The photograph inspires a drawing,
which Maxwell backs with chalk. She
outlines the image, which transfers
guidelines onto the scratchboard.
Using a line tool, she scratches off the basic guidelines. Once
the basic guidelines are established, she continues to add more
lines thereby removing more black ink until the piece reaches a
“gray” stage. She then strategically cuts in highlights.

As a young girl, she wanted to be a chemist, but a bad grade in
calculus derailed that ambition without dampening her love of
science. She attributes her success, in part, to her obsession for
anatomy and physiology.

“If 'm going to be a realist, it better damn well be real,” she
said. “I think many contemporary artists portray animals in
abstraction because they can’t render animals accurately.”

Once all of the texture and tonal ranges are cut, the image
is painted with colored India inks using a technique similar to
watercolor. Unlike watercolor paintings, scratchboard provides
the artist black guidelines.

“Some artists use watercolor instead of ink, but I've found that
watercolor stains the clay beneath and you can never scratch it
back to pure white,” Maxwell said.

Once the color has dried, the piece can be cut again to add
final highlights.

“Some painters complain that it’s difficult to stop working on
a piece, so they run the risk of overworking it,” Maxwell said. “I
had the opposite problem. I tended to stop too soon.”

She credits Robert Bateman, one of the world’s leading
wildlife artists, for inspiring her to “throw away the photograph”
and use her eyes to identify what areas needed extra attention to
create the depth and dimension she was seeking.

WHETHER IT'S
ART OR LIFE,
IT'S A MATTER

“With oils and watercolors, it
is easier to push elements farther
into the background or pull them
into the foreground than it is with
scratchboard, so I had to figure out
how to do it,” Maxwell said. “Now I'm
striving for weight and flow within my

OF FINDING art”
BALANCE IN
ALL THINGS.

It works.

In one of her signature pieces, the
male leopard, appears to physically
displace space as he’s draped languidly
over a limb.

Even after working as a professional
artist for more than a half century,
Mazxwell continues to explore and
push the boundaries. Currently, she is
experimenting with aqueous solutions to remove the black ink.
She’s begun studying sculpture, recently completing her first
piece, a 3-D version of “Wild Thing,” an earlier scratchboard
work featuring a spirited palomino with a free-flowing mane.

After discovering only 5 percent of the art in American
museum permanent collections are created by women,
Maxwell became involved in the American Women Artists’
movement dubbed “25 in 25.” The initiative pushes for 25
museums to feature the work of women in the next 25 years.
And she’s contemplating a masterwork featuring a life-size,
multi-dimensional elephant she estimates will take five years to
complete.

Maxwell embraces challenges including those that can come
with success.

“I've never asked why I do it [art], I just do it,” Maxwell said.

When she is working on a piece, Maxwell stays close until
it is almost done. Then she steps away and considers it from
a distance. In that moment, she contemplates where her art
springs from and where it’s going.

“Sometimes, when something new works beyond my
imagination, I ask myself, ‘How in the hell did I do that?"” said
Maxwell laughing.

“But I'm never afraid that I've gotten as good as I can get
because I've surpassed ‘as good as I can get’ time after time. I've
worked hard to keep from becoming a caricature of myself by
pushing for fresh, new and different. Frankly, I hate repeating
myself, so I don’t—and I won’t.”

A SERENDIPITOUS HOME

ife changes prompted Sally Maxwell to move to La Grange in
1984, but serendipity made it home.

“When people ask me where I'm from, I’'ve never been
from where I happen to live,” said Maxwell, whose father’s job
caused the family to move 11 times before she graduated high
school. “I'm from wherever I happen to be in that moment with
the people I'm with.”

By the time her first marriage ended in 1982, her father
Harold Shroyer, who had made a career as a consulting
“business repairman,” had retired with her mother Peggy. His
second-to-last contract brought them Houston and then his final
job was with Kaspar Wire Works in Shiner, which brought them
to the area. They, like so many, were drawn to Fayette County,
settling down on a La Grange ranch.

Two years later, her father began losing his long-time battle
with emphysema. Maxwell and her youngest daughter, a third
grader, moved to be closer to the whole Shroyer clan.

“If I was going to move, I was going to be near my family,”
said Maxwell, noting she had a design contract with a collectible
plate company that allowed her to live and work anywhere.

In La Grange, she found the rural life and landscape that
fueled her creative spirit. She also met George Maxwell, a
lifelong La Grange resident, and fell in love.

“We became a united front and a team,” Maxwell said.

They married in 1987, immediately settling on almost 26 acres
on the western outskirts of La Grange. Together, they carved out
a 2-acre homestead surrounded by nature including woods and
a six-acre lake.

“I call it my Heaven on Earth,” Maxwell said. “Inspiration lives
just outside my window.”

A few years after she and George married, Maxwell’s contract
with the commemorative plate company wasn’t renewed. The

business change, combined with her newly empty nest, allowed
Maxwell to focus on her art and seek out new opportunities.

One of her best finds jumped from the pages of the Austin
American-Statesman in 1999.

“I discovered Ampersand Art Supply,” Maxwell said. “It was
an artboard company based in Buda [Texas] that came out of a
student business plan presented at a University of Texas Moot
Corp. business competition.”

Maxwell ordered a sheet and was as impressed with the
product as the professors who had lined up investors for the
student entrepreneurs just five years earlier. Unlike earlier
scratchboard, which was backed by cardboard, Ampersand’s
scratchboard was on “hardboard,” a type of Masonite that could
withstand more pressure during cutting and rougher treatments
including the use of liquids.

“Its durability opened up so many artistic possibilities,”
Maxwell said. “I called the company president and said, ‘We
need to have a meeting. I have something you need and you
have something I want!””

The president Elaine Salazar agreed. Their first meeting laid
the foundation for a partnership and a friendship that continues
today. Together, Maxwell and the team at Ampersand have
collaborated on 28 scratchboard kits sold at retailers nationwide,
three how-to manuals, and a line of specially formulated India
inks as well as other innovations. Ampersand provides Maxwell
with a steady supply of hardboard, so Maxwell can experiment
freely and keep pushing the medium forward.

“The folks at Ampersand tell me that I single-handedly
redefined scratchboard,” Maxwell said. “I don’t know about
that, but I do think I've made a difference. I consider myself the
grandmother of scratchboard because of all of the people I've
taught—and reached—using this art form.”
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PAM AIMEE SANDY
LANGFORD KRAEMER REED
pam@sandyreed.com aimee@sandyreed.com sandy@sandyreed.com
979-530-5086 979-997-0233 979-966-3052

Washington County Landscapes

Landscape Architect and Contractor
Landscape Design, Installation and Maintenance
Landscape Irrigation LI #18443

Creating spaces
for lasting memories!

979-353-0955

CustomerService@WashingtonCountyLandscapes.com

www.WashingtonCountyLandscapes.com

Brenham, Texas 77834
BBB Accredited « Member of Texas Society of Landscape Architects

832-752-6114 | WWW.BLACKDOGCABINSRT.COM
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PARTY PLANNING WITH A

by ANITA JOYCE
photos courtesy of
CEDAR HILL FARMHOUSE

With our wedding just days away, a hurricane
was headed straight for us. It was due to arrive
on Thursday, just in time to wreak havoc on our
Saturday wedding. I stared at the TV, willing the
storm to move East or West, just not here. Surely it
will wobble this way or that.

It didn’t.

My praying mom prayed and prayed and prayed.
I had seen mountains move before, I wondered if
we would get a miracle.

We didn’t.

My dad, always the voice of
reason, was out of town until
Thursday, so he wasn’t there
to calm me down. This was

in our yard than still attached to the trees. The
good news is that our house had power. My guess
was that our house was on the same grid as the
nearby hospital and therefore it was one of the first
restored. At least I could sleep with air conditioning.
Kevin, the best man and I began the cleanup. It was
exhausting. We set to work cleaning up the debris,
which took part of Thursday and all day on Friday.
I knew we wouldn’t be able to face the clean up
when we returned from our honeymoon. That is, if
there was a honeymoon. We busied ourselves with

the yard clean up, and I tried not

to think about my wedding.

My mother-in-law on Friday
morning realized that the

happening. If y oure rehearsal dinner was not going
Hurricane Alicia hit Houston t d b t to happen at her house that
as expected on Aug. 18, 1983. The stressed abou night. She asked if we could
winds blew in, the rain hit the . . have the dinner party at our
house sideways, and the power entertalnlng’ new house. The house had very
went off as expected. Then there d s b little furniture, was not the best
was an eerie calm. Since my on t €. venue for a party, but she said
parents lived north of town, the . she would bring everything we
effects of the hurricane there Remember’ lt needed. So that was that. Finally
were minimal. There were a few we got word later that the church
could be worse.

tree limbs on in the yard, much
less than I expected.  wondered
if perhaps the storm wasn’t as
bad as we had feared. My dad
made it home safely and then we started making
calls. The church where we were to get married had
no power. That was not a good sign. My mother-in-
law also had no power. That was really bad news,
since she planned to host the rehearsal dinner at
her home Friday night. I read the next day about a
couple who had to cancel their wedding because of
the hurricane.

My memory about the exact timing of events is
a little foggy, but I must have gone to town later on
Thursday. I drove over to check on the house that
Kevin and I had just bought, and planned to live in
after we came back from the honeymoon. Here, the
damage was quite different. The fence was down,
and it seemed like there were more tree limbs
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had power. We would be able
to have our wedding in the
church! As I exhaled, I realized I
hadn’t fully done so for days. The
rehearsal dinner was moved to our new house.
At the rehearsal dinner, word got out that
we spent the day doing hard labor instead of
enjoying a spa treatment. People started asking
to see my hands. I thought they wanted to see my
engagement ring. No, they wanted to see the blisters
on my hands from raking up all of the leaves. The
rehearsal dinner went on without a hitch, if you
don’t count the fact that it was at a different house,
the A/C wasn’t working properly, and someone
spilled an entire jar of juice in my brand new
refrigerator.
And that is the story of the first time we hosted
a party in our home. So if you’re stressed about

entertaining, don’t be. Remember, it could be worse.

To ensure your party goes on without
a hitch, here are a few of my tips.

Put a plan together for the party. I like to make a list of what
needs to be done far in advance of the party. Then I can
space out the tasks so that they don’t all have to be done the
day before the event. Try to do as much as possible before
the week of the event. If you need to do some cleaning or
repair work, or you’re waiting for a new sofa, youw’ll want to
get those things handled long before the doorbell rings.

Do food prep ahead of time. I love to plan ahead and make
some dishes that can be prepared the day before. If you
decide to have some or all of the meal catered, that works
too! Entertaining is all about enjoying a great time with
your guests, so anything that makes that happen is fabulous
in my book.

Set up for your party the night before. I love to set out all
of the dishes that will be used the day before the event.

I select the dishes, glasses, tablecloths, flatware, napkins
and serving dishes for the event. I like to know where
everything is going to go. If you think you might need

to purchase supplies for your soiree, then I recommend
sorting through these details a few weeks before the event.

Use the good stuff. I love using my favorite dishes, linen
napkins and silverware. I don’t mind a little extra work

at the end of the evening, hand washing those things.
Honestly, what’s the point of having nice things if you aren’t
going to use them? I say use them, unless the thought of
doing those dishes makes you want to scream. In that case,
go for the disposable stuff. A lot of people just don’t want to
deal with washing things after the party. If that’s you, then
it’s just not worth it. Entertaining should be fun. When it
the thought of prepping for a party goes from excitement to
dread, it’s time to change things up.

Don’t experiment on guests. This is not the time to try a
new recipe unless you are a seasoned cook. If you are
unsure about how the dish will turn out, then either test it
before the party, or skip it. "I wonder how this will taste" is
not something that should be said the day of your party.

Set up a playlist. Think about the mood you want to create,
then prepare a music playlist to be used for the party.
After the party, you can share the playlists with guests who
enjoyed the music.

Have fun and don’t worry if something goes wrong. Trust
me, it will. So when something goes awry, try to roll with
the punches. You’ll have more fun, and your guests will too.
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LIZ BLOME
REALTOR® Associate

281-814-1525

liz@roundtoprealestate.com

Selling Country Dreams ...

1640 COUFAL RD . 44 ACRES - FAYETTEVILLE, TX

Three ponds, two bedroom

home, garage, workshop and

an additional barn overlooking

another homesite. Nice, easy

walking access down to 127 West Travis Street in LaGrange 78945
Cummins Creek, where you can

picnic while watching the water 979-968-6860

flow by or launch a kayak or www.FIairandCompany.com
canoe. TXLS #115091 $775,000 Monday thru Saturday 10amto 5 pm

Friends of Highway 237 Together

The Texas Independence Trail is part of
our communities’ proud heritage.

For 50 years, the antique show Whether looking to become a rural land owner, buy that ideal hunting property

. . . or finance your farm or ranching operation — with Capital Farm Credit, you're
has had a prominent presence on this trail. covered. We even have special programs for beginning farmers and veterans.

Thankyou to the locals, the venues, the dealers Because we're a cooperative, your goals are our goals. And our patronage

CAPITAL
FARM CREDIT

. dividend program means we share our profits and put money back in your pocket. f’\ &

and the shoppers for helping us keep S
g LA GRANGE 456 N. Jefferson BELLVILLE 8E. Palm St.
Texas Independence Trail 877.688.5500 | 979.968.5750 877.966.5500 | 979.865.2219

and Highway 237 beautiful

@ capitalfarmcredit.com | NMLS493828
before, during and beyond the show.
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A QUARTER CENTURY:

by LORIE A. WOODWARD | photos courtesy of ROUND TOP FAMILY LIBRARY

n the 25 years since its founding, the

Round Top Family Library has grown

and changed with the community it
serves.

“A library brings people together when
it serves the community as a whole
regardless of our individual differences,”
said Barbara Smith, library director
since 2004. “Everybody involved with
the library—staff, board members and
volunteers—strive to work with respect
and unity to fulfill the needs of the entire
community.”

Originally conceived as a children’s
library, the Round Top Family Library
broadened its offerings as community
needs were identified and met. For
instance, initially the library provided art
after school and later music. Ultimately,
the Round Top-Carmine school district
adopted the arts and music curriculum,
supported by the Round Top-Carmine
Education Foundation.

As a community resource, the library,
which holds the distinction of being
the smallest accredited full-service
public library in Texas, prides itself on
partnerships.

“Working together allows us all to do
more,” Smith said.

PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN

During June and July, the library is
filled with area children participating
in a variety of summer enrichment
and educational activities designed to
encourage reading.

The library also hosts the only Junior
Master Gardeners program in four
counties. The library’s youth advisory
committee, with representatives from
each grade in the high school, provide
ideas for programs and activities to
enhance their education. Each year
scholarships are awarded to graduating
seniors.

PROGRAMS FOR ADULTS
Volunteers teach adult yoga classes
two evenings a week. Senior citizens
gather monthly for game time and
other social events. Local experts share
their knowledge through a monthly FYI
presentation. The restored Rummel Haus
is available for meetings and private
gatherings. Community volunteers and
Master Gardeners meet at library’s Grace
Memorial Garden on the first Monday
of each month to share their passion
for gardening while maintaining the
beautiful landscape.
“The library wouldn’t be able to keep
its doors open without the people who
freely share leadership, volunteer time

place where people can share ideas and
experiences enriching themselves and
others.”

FROM THE GROUND UP

The Round Top Family Library traces
its origins to a big dream shared by Chris
and Cheryl Travis, formerly of Round Top,
who now live in Pine Grove, Colo.

“It was a big wild hare of a dream,
rooted in our desire to bring art and
music to the area’s children,” Chris said.

Cheryl, a lifelong educator who
specialized in early childhood education,
saw the power of the arts in her
Montessori schools. Chris, a restoration
builder by trade, tackled children’s issues
as an avocation. Their son was a fifth
grader when they moved to Round Top in
1991.

“It just felt like something that needed
to be done,” Chris said.

While personal experiences fueled
their passion, the Travises were inspired
by the unlikely presence of the Round
Top Festival Institute and its motto: "Why
dream the ordinary?"

While the local school now has art and monetary contributions,” Smith said.
education, the library continues its “Within our walls, people fulfill the needs
long-term partnership with ARTS of of the library and the community but they
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Rural Texas to provide art instruction
after school. To instill an early passion
for reading, the library works with the
local school district to provide traditional
and neighborhood story times. During
the latter, Pre-K students travel to local
destinations such as a business and enjoy
a story related to the setting.

also fulfill our collective human need to
serve the greater good.”

The partnerships, the programs and
the opportunities bring people together.

“By name we’re a library but by
function we’re a community center,”
Smith said. “It’s a place where everyone
is welcome. The library is a gathering




“What they accomplished there was utterly impossible,” Chris said. “We just
told ourselves, ‘If they can do it, so can we.”

Along with La Grange-based architect Ed Mattingly, who designed Festival
Hill’s concert hall fagade, the Travises incorporated the non-profit Round Top
Library Association in 1999. Next they obtained a 30-year-lease for $1/year
from the Texas Pioneer Arts Foundation (now the Bybee Foundation) on the
two-acre property holding the historic Rummel House, which was renovated,
outfitted and opened with financial and in-kind donations.

Programs and rooms filled. One day Chris was driving his grandmother to
an appointment at Temple’s Scott and White Hospital. A peeling gothic church
standing alone in a pasture near Buckholts in Milam County caught his eye.

Later investigation revealed the former Hope Lutheran Church building was
owned by Elbert Svetlik, a 92-year-old Czech farmer. When his congregation
voted to build a new brick church in the 1960s, Svetlik couldn’t bear for the
church to be destroyed, so he moved it to his property and used it for a hay
barn. Svetlik initially refused to part with the structure until Chris hit on the
idea of repurposing the church as a library.

“Mr. Svetlik wholeheartedly agreed to the idea—for a price,” Chris said.

Chris drew up preliminary plans for repurposing the old church into a
library that reflected the building’s history. He and Cheryl hosted a dinner for
the library advisory board with the hope of generating a few seed donations
for a capital campaign. Not a single check emerged.

“Our hopes took a beating,” Chris
said.

The bruises healed quickly.

The next day, the Travises’ phone
rang. Cheryl answered. It was
Sterling McCall, a local resident and
philanthropist, calling to say he
and his wife Marianne wanted to
underwrite the library construction
project.

Shocked Cheryl blurted, “...you
mean the whole thing?”

McCall confirmed their intent.

Things began to move across
three counties. The old church
had to be cut into seven pieces. On
Nov. 15, 2001, the first sections of
the Marianne and Sterling McCall
Library Building arrived in Round
Top.

“Sterling and Marianne McCall
were the wind beneath the library’s
wings, but from the beginning it
was one of those things that just had
momentum,” Chris said. “Cheryl
and I kick started the process, but a
huge community of people made it
possible—and kept it going.”

Cheryl added, “The library has
surpassed our wildest imaginings.”

“And we dream big,” Chris said.
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THE NEXT BIG THING

“Our children’s programs, especially
during the summer, are so popular that
we’ve run out of space to accommodate
everyone who wants to participate,”
Smith said.

To once again grow into its mission,
the Round Top Family Library acquired
adjacent property at the end of 2018.
Renovations are underway. The first
goal is converting the existing garage
into a children’s art barn by summer.

MARKYOUR
CALENDARS

LASSO THE DREAM | SEPT. 7
Round Top Family Library
Fundraising Gala

Henkel Hall | Round Top, Texas
FMI: www.ilovetoread.org.

NEW THIS YEAR!
HEIFER RAFFLE

New this year, the gala committee
and the library board are raffling 10
Brangus heifers. The lucky winner
can either add the heifers to their
existing herd or sell them through a
local livestock auction and retain the
proceeds. If the winner chooses to sell,
the library will arrange to have the
cattle transported to the auction.

Tickets are $50 each and can be
obtained from the Round Top Family
Library or gala committee members.
Only 800 tickets will be sold. The
drawing will occur during the gala on
Sept. 7; winner does not have to be
present to win.

More than 90 percent of the library’s
operating budget comes from private
donations and fundraisers.

Mesquite-fired steaks

Wine Spectator
award-winning wine list

Lunch and Nightly
Specials

Open Tuesday - Thursday 11 am - 9 pm
Friday and Saturday 11 am - 10 pm
Closed Sunday and Monday

122 S. Hauptstrasse, Carmine, TX 78932

jw-steakhouse.com ¢ (979) 278-4240

Hophonze

THE HOTEL WITH SOUL
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i
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N i

m

1132 FM 1291N, Round Top, Texas 78954 ’ it

979.353.2627 « flophouze.com LI
L
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ROUND TOP
VINTAGE MARKET

Weekend Market open all year:
Fridays, Saturdays & Sundays 11 am - 5 pm

A quality venue featuring:
ANTIQUES ¢ VINTAGE « COLLECTIBLES ¢ ART

50+ dealers in over 12,000 square feet of air-conditioned indoor space

FALL 2019 SHOW

September 20 - October 6, 2019
9 am - 6 pm « Food and Free Parking

1235 North Hwy 237, Round Top TX 78954
.F RoundTopVintage Market « roundtopvintagemarket.com

roundtopvintagemarket@gmail.com
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DANCE & DINNER

SATURDAY, JULY 27, 2019
6 PM.-10 P.M.
HENKEL HALL | ROUND TOP, TEXAS

"I DO" ROUND TOP IS EVERYTHING YOU
LOVE ABOUT A WEDDING MINUS THE
WEDDING. IT'S NOBODY'S WEDDING
RECEPTION — FEATURING LIVE MUSIC
FROM SATELLITE, DANCING, CATERING
BY LEE ELLIS AND GOLD EPICURE,
Bl 5 WEDDING CAKE AND MORE. O LD L O RY SUMMER HOURS AT OLD GLORY TEXAS
( ; FRIDAY & SATURDAY 10 AM - 6 PM

SUNDAY 11 AM - 3 PM

MAKE IT A WEEKEND! Round Top offers amazing lodging, shopping
and dining options so you can keep the party going all weekend long.

ANTI l J I I [ ) ; 206 S. WASHINGTON | OLDGLORYTEXAS.COM
ROUND TOP, TEXAS | 720-435-1482

f (©) @exploreroundiop | #BIGTIMESMALL




HOW 10
FACK A
FICNIC

by CORYANNE ETTIENE
photo by SAM HENDERSON

I first fell in love with picnics 20
years ago when I would join friends
in Hyde Park to meander an afternoon
away, one bite of bread and sip of wine
at a time. Soon my picnics with friends
transformed into picnics with my new
husband, to picnics with our growing
toddlers, to full blown neighborhood
affairs. It is safe to say that for every
chapter in my life, there has been
a picnic packed that both looks
all-together different, but also much
the same.

There is something magical about
tossing a much-loved blanket into
the air and watching it fall into place,
setting the stage for the afternoon to
come. Where laughter mingles with
a summer soundtrack, where sharp
cheese is washed down with a sweet
tipple, and fresh bread is slathered
with an aged spread. Picnics are where
shade is coveted and sunshine is
chased; where laughter mingles with
a summer sound track, and stories are
told to a background of birds chirping.
Despite a stage set full with such
potential for a fabulous day, it is the
picnic itself, or rather, the contents of
the picnic, that really decided the turn
out of the day.

Too often baskets are over packed,
making the march to the perfect
spot bothersome and weighed down.
Instead of packing everything that you
might need, pack what you will need
and go from there. Whether you are
using a backpack, a wicker basket, or
an insulated tote bag, pack what your
bag can hold, and no more. And if the
walk to your picnic spot is more than a
15- minute walk, limit your bags to one
bag per person, or invest in an outdoor
wagon to do the heavy lifting for you.

When it comes to planning your
menu, whether you’re running to the
grocer to pick up olives and cheese, or
you plan on cooking a set menu, it is
important to remember the foods you
pick should be simple, and be able to
survive sitting outdoors for at least an
hour before they are eaten. Despite
this constraint, my favorite picnic
hacks include these: packing a chilled
summer soup in a thermos; keeping
sandwiches and wraps fresh by packing
the ingredients and making them at
the picnic; packing frozen yogurt pots
for fruit dips; using small jars for salad
dressing pots to keep your salads fresh;
and freezing fresh grapes, berries and
melon for a cool snack.

COKY Anngs 1 Ripe Avocado 1 Garlic clove, roasted
f AVOKI Ta 1 Tablespoon of fresh 4 Tablespoons of

SUINIMER

lime juice

Pecan oil

1 Tablespoon of 1 Tablespoons of water

]DI Cnl C Adobo sauce 1 Tablespoon of white

DMSSInC Pinch of salt

wine vinegar

YOUR FAVORITE BOTTLE SHOP

How Gpen in Rowund Jep!

From rolling pastures to lake fronts, Create a picnic playlist and pack 7. Bring along a few travel games to
there are so many stunning picnic spots a portable speaker to keep the

in and around Round Top. Once you’ve m.ood festive. . | 8. Sprinkle baby powder or corn starch
picked your spot and planned your Give your prgsentatlon a sustainable a few inches from your picnic to
make-over with bamboo plates and ward off ants.

- cutlery, Beeswrap and Weck Jars for )
your summer picnic. storage. :

keep everyone entertained.

menu, remember these tips for planning

If you are feeling romantic, pack a
vintage vase to hold wild flowers

FINE SPIRITS - WINE « BEER

FACEBOOK * @POPATOPBOTTLESHOPTOO

. Pack a few trash bags and kitchen you collect along the way to your
Pack a lined blanket to keep wipes for easy clean up. picnic spot.

the damp off your picnic spot. . Citronella candles create 10. Wear sunscreen.

Replace bags of ice with frozen atmosphere and keep those pesky

bottles of water. They stay cooler for mosquitoes from joining the party.

longer and won’t soak your food.

08@ We 979-966-8149 /}-)dll/ld yd/l 979-249-5055

150 N VAIL ST, LA GRANGE, TX 78945 341 E MILL ST, ROUND TOP, TX 78954
MON - SAT * 10AM-9gPM WED - THU » 12PM-7PM & FRI - SAT * 11AM-9gPM
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14.1 ACRES - 2 BED - 1 BATH - TURNKEY - 7 MILES TO ROUND TOP
LISTED AT $525,000

WW/W//‘M w/%orw@waoﬁf%)
ELLEN HART

YOUR ROUND TOP EXPERT
713.876.8666
ellen.hart@sothebysrealty.com

@ Kuper | Sothebyss

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT MY LISTINGS PLEASE VISIT

COUNTRYHOMESANDRANCHES.COM
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D U |N| L A ||3 OWNED & OPERATED IN LEDBETTER, TX SINCE 1978
ety el WO OF F-|CE 979.249.5255 * MOBILE 979.820.8097

Fully customized metal buildings, barndominiums and raised center
buildings designed to your specs. Built from pre-engineered kits
or custom built to your needs.
Call David Dunlap or go online to see our work at www.dunlapwelding.com

TIME TO BUILD YOUR CUSTOM HOME IN THE COUNTRY
Texas Casual Cottages crosses everything off your list for building a custom home in the country.
m Preparing your land to build m Roads and utilities

m Designing your custom plan m Meeting new friends and neighbors

m All the home styles and m A builder you can trust, and that will
designer selections you expect finish your home in less than a year

Texas Casual Cottages by Partners in Building makes your decision easy. No surprises.

Custom Farmhouses Custom Ranch Homes Guest Cottages
From the $350s From the $500s From the $250s

Located 2 miles north of Round Top, across from the Big Red Barn
580 South State Highway 237 | Carmine, Texas 78932 | 979-337-8293
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